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SOCIAL HISTORY RESOURCE CENTRE, CHURCH SQUARE 

Introduction 

The Social History Resource Centre is situated on eastern side Church Square in the Cape Town CBD.  It 

comprises four parts, the first, nine storeys high, was constructed circa 1905, as the National Mutual Life 

Association of Australasia.  An addition, also facing Church Square was done in 1929.  Further additions, ten 

storeys high and fronting on Plein Street, followed in 1935 and 2005. 

During 2017/2018, the building was comprehensively inspected by professional teams including Architects, 

Structural Engineers and Mechanical and Electrical Engineers.  We looked at the structural engineering report, 

compiled by Lukhozi Consulting Engineers, based on an inspection done in September 2018.  It appears that 

they did not do an inspection of the attic space in the section of the building fronting Church Square.  Their 

focus was on the presence of cracking in masonry and concrete elements.  They concluded however that 

the building was generally in a good structural condition and that no structural intervention was required at 

that stage. 

Inspections 

We did an inspection of the building during January 2023.  Most of the roof structures were readily accessible 

and could be inspected at close quarters.  In general, where structures were inaccessible, we largely based 

our assessment following: 

• Viewing the exterior planar surfaces of roofs to determine whether long term deflections (sagging) have 

occurred – this could be an indication of overstressed timber structural members or overstressed joints 

between truss members. 

• Inspecting inside roof spaces where possible to determine the structural arrangement and whether the 

structures appear to be adequate for the anticipated loading. 

• We also looked for signs of beetle infestation. No evidence such as obvious insect holes and ducts were 

observed however such inspections are best done by experts in the field.   
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Tiled roof 

The roof over the original section of the building nearest Church Square as well as the addition of 1929 is tiled.  

The tiles rest on timber boards over timber trusses – the roof space is an attic used for storage.  Most of the 

structural timber members could be inspected and appeared to be in a good condition. 

 

 

Inside the Attic width tiled roof above (Church Square is to the left). 

 

 

Inside the attic.  Roof structure, timber trusses with boarding over, appears to be in a good condition. 
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View of rear portion of tiled roof (with Church Square to the left) – constructed 1905 and 1929.  The section 

roofed with a concrete slab and supporting the HVAC equipment can be seen to the right - constructed 1935 

and 2005. 

 

Concrete roof slab 

The rear portion of the building, fronting on Plein Street, was added in 1935 and in 2005.  The structural system 

is made up of concrete columns, beams and slabs.  The roof comprises a reinforced concrete slab with 

upstand beams.  This roof is waterproofed with a torch-on membrane and accommodates HVAC equipment.  

The structure appears to be in a sound condition.   

 

RC roof slab over rear portion of building accommodating HVAC equipment. 
 

Conclusion 

In general, the roof structures – timber trusses and boarding and reinforced concrete roof slabs – appear to 

be in a good condition. 
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